Comments
During ALI, accumulation of PMNs occurs as a result of increased generation of various cytokines. As the beneficial effects of L-arginine were completely blocked by an NO synthase inhibitor, it is reasonable to presume that NO may mediate the downregulation of these cytokines. No studies were performed using NO donors, so it would be interesting to see whether inhalation of NO could reduce ALI induced by LPS in experimental animals. It will also be important to determine whether there is a dose-dependent relationship between NO and chemokine production, and whether there is a timedependent response. Results with NO in acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) have been inconclusive; therefore, more studies are needed to ascertain the role of NO in both ALI and ARDS.
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